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dere after foloWeth foure p2okytable thynges to 
haue in mynde whiche hath be taken out of p thyꝛde 
chapyter ofa deuoute treatyſet fourme of lyuynge 
that p dylcrete c vertuous Bycharde hampole wzoce 
to a deuoute 4 an holy perſon foz great loue. 


= =mDe lyꝛſt meſureofthy lyfewhiche is ſo ſhox 
I | G Ate that vnnethes it is ony thynge / fo2 We 
ed E lyue here but in a poynte that is the leeit 
A thynge that may be. And foz to lay ſoth out 
ipfe is leſſe than a poynte vt we ſhulde lyken it to the 
ple euerlaſtynge. In other thynge there is the vn⸗ 


_ cercayne tyme ok our endynge / fo2 we Wote not wha 


we [hall dye noz how we ſhall dye noz Whether we 
(hall goo whan we be deed. Ind the Wwyllof god is 
that it be to bs bncertayne-foz he wylleth that we be 


befozeÞ ryghtwyſe Judge ol all the tyme p we haue 
ben here how we haue lyued what oure occupacyon 
hath be /and what good we myght haue done whan 
We haue be pdle. Thertoꝛe p pꝛophete lapd / he hath 
called p tyme apenſt me that is foz cuery day he hath 
lente vs here to ſpende in good ble as in penaũte and 
in goddes ſerupce. Ind yt we waſte it in erthiy loue 


and vanytes full greuouliy muſte we be demed and 


punyſlſhed. Therfozeitts one of the moolt loꝛowes Þ 
may be to vs /but yfWweenfozce vs to the contrarp / & 
let our herte to the loue ok god. And do good to al that 
we map in 5 ſhozte whyle that our tyme laſteth. Foz 


t as loft. The fourth ig that we thynke go wmoche 
Beme,oftemp, A. ij. 


alwayereby to dye /the thyꝛde is p we ſhall anlwere 


eche tyme that we thynke not ol god we map counte 
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the ioye is that they ſhall haue whiche contynueth 
in the loue ok god theyꝛ endynge / loꝛ they ſhall be bꝛe⸗ 
theren and felowes With angels ſeynge the kpnge 
of iope in his beauty and ſhynynge mateſte the whi⸗ 
che ſhal be to them aboue all the delytes that ony cre 
ature map thynke. Than to remembze the great and 
intollerable ſoꝛowe peyne and toꝛmẽteg whiche they 
ſhal haue that loueth not god aboue al thynge as we 
may ſe in this woꝛlde many of Þ dylpolycyon whi⸗ 
che ſet all theyꝛ plealure in luſt and lykynge of this 


bꝛenne in the kyze ol hell with the deuyll whome they 
ſerued as longe as god is in heuen with his leruaũ⸗ 
tes that laſteth euer. 


¶ Here folo weth and enſe weth a louerayne notable 
ſentence to confozte a perſonthat is in temptacpon. 


Obe chyldꝛen and (uffreth them to be tempted 
foz many pzofytable cauſes to theyꝛ ſoules helthe / & 


foz ouy temptacyd.Fo2 as ſaynt James the apoſtle 
techeth vs we ſhulde haue very great ioye whan we 


be tempted With dyuers temptacyons / fo2 as the 


golde is pured and purged by the fyze/ and a knyght 
in batyle is pꝛoued good: ryght fo is a man by tems 


.ptacyon pꝛoued foꝛ good / but yt᷑ he ſuffre hymſclfe to 
be ouercome/that is to ſaye but he conſent therto by 
delyberacpon. Foz ſothely whan a man is ſharpely 
tempted he may thi haue hope ok grate / vertue / and 


Urmercyfull loꝛde god chꝛyſt Jelu chaſtyſeth 


therfozeſhuldenoo man noꝛ woman be heup oz ſozy 
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lyfe / as in p2yde-couctyſe-/and other ſyfies/they ſhal 
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it is neceſſary foza man moche to be troubled with 
temptacyons / foz euery vertue is pꝛoued by his cons 
trarye.Our enemy the fende is bely daye and nyght 
to tary and trauayle good men and women with dy 
uers temptacyos in doubtes ofthe fayth and dꝛedes 
of ſaluacyon and other many moo in dyuers maners 
and ſpecyally now in thele dayes he is ful beſy to de⸗ 
ceyue many ſoules / and therfoze wylely rule pou to 
withſtande his vpolent ſterynges of temptacyõ / and 
fo all that take pe no dꝛedes of his aſſawtes / ne ha⸗ 
ue pe noo doubte of this erroures ne delpytes noꝛ ot 
his falle leaſynges oꝛ fantalyes oʒ ony maner of tra⸗ 
uaple ot p foule fende whether ye here hym / ſe hym 
oꝛthynke ol hym take noo hedetherof /foz all be ma⸗ 
ters ol grete mede and no lynne in noo Wyſe bethey 
neuer {oo troublous oz full ot anguyſſhes whyles it 
cometh of the malyce ot the fende oꝛ of euyll dyſpo- 
Cycyon of mannes nature oꝛ compleccyon . And ther- 
fozealſuche trauapled men ought not to charge but 
luffre mekely and abyde pacyently tyll god do reme< 
dy therto. And foz as moche as theybematersofgre 
te mede none ought to ſtryue there agaynſt / noꝛ mer- 
uayleof them ne leke the caule noꝛ thynke by what 
ſbyll he is ſoo trauayled /foz the moꝛe that a man la⸗ 
boureth in lechynge and thynkynge of luche anguyl 
ches p mozedepely he falleth in to errourg / and ther⸗ 
foze in almocheas mannes thought is often vapne 
and dyuers and none ende hathe: it oughte not tobe 
fozced oꝛ be taken hedeof / ne a man chulde not angre 
ypſelte therwith ne blame ne impute it to his ovwne 
defaute that he is ſo troubled / loz ſuch trauayles ben 
Beme.of temp. A. iij. 
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peynkull but not ſynfullin ſomoche as they be grete⸗ 
ly agaynſt his Wwyll. Sant Fuguſtyne ſaythe that 
euerp lynne lyeth in his wylful wyl. And what that 
is agaynſte mannes wyll is no ſynne. Ind the holy 
doctour pſodoze de ſummo bono ſayth that the tende 
tempeth a man no moze than god gyueth hym leue / 
therfoze let vs haue alwaye a good wyll to god and 
doo Well / and god Wyll kepe vs and gyue vs the byc 
toꝛp/and ſo 5ᷣ fende ſhalbe conkounded / kepthe a hope 
is groũde of all perfeccpon and rote ok all vertue / and 
therfoze our olde enemy the fende is full beſy with al 
his ſleygytes to dꝛawe the ſoule do wne therfro. Aud 
it happeth ſomtyme that the fende tempteth and tra 
ueyleth a ryghtwyſe ſoule ſo ſharpely that it is ouer⸗ 
layde with care and dꝛyuen to deſpeyze / and vet all 
that tyme though Þ ſoule percepue it not it dwelleth, 
ſtyll in the dꝛede and loue ol god / and al that trauaple 
is to theyꝛ great mede afoꝛe god / foz oure loꝛde ot his 
endles mercy arrecteth not to p loulethat ſpnne why 
je hymſelte ſuffreth the fende to werke in the loule 
dithout the conlente oz Wyll of the ſayde lelfe ſoule. 
But whã we wylluliy do agaynſt the wyl of god w 
delpberacpon tha We commptte lune actually. But 
whan we dzawen with wycked byolence oz vple 
thoughtes and tozmenteth with delpeyze ayenſt our 
Wyll thzough the fendes vyolent temptynge Weluf- 
fre peyne bůt We donoſynne/and pet the ſely ſoules 
knoWlegeis hydde by that toꝛment. 


¶ The leconde chapytre, 


Ut yet ryght often the temptfge of the fende 
that maketh Þ ſouleto erre in fayth and foule 
fantalyexindyſpaye;ſemeth tothe ſelfe ſoule grete 
ſynne-but it is not ſo. Foz al holy doctours ſaye that 
fayth and hopebe vertues of mãnes wyll / wherfoze 
who ſo wolde ryghtwylly byleue in his lyfe:he is in 
ryght byleue befoꝛe god / and lyke wyle Who ſo Wol: 
de here truſtip hope he is in truſty hopebefoze god / 
though he be neuer fo moche troubled with ferefull 
thoughes. The apoſtle ſaynt Poule ſayth that in a 
mannes bylcue is wylfull byleue of ryghtwyſnes. 
Okthe whiche woꝛdes ſayth the glole that all onely 
in mannes wyll whiche may not be cõſtrayned lyeth 
vothemede e gylte / that is to ſaye: a man afoꝛe god 
hath neuer medene gylte foꝛ no dede but only of the 
dedes that be done Wylfully / but ſomtyme mannes 
thought and womans be ſo troubled and ouerlayde 
that they knowe not theyzoVone wyll / e yet though 
it ſo be theyought not to care. Foz gaod dedes the - 
Wheth alwaye good wyll / euyll dedes euyll Wyll 
Wherfozea manthat doth in dede the ſeruyce of god 
that man hath a good wyl to god / though his trauay 
tous herte deme the contrarye . Alo there ſhulde no 
creature deme his euen cryſten fozony doubtfull fan 
taſyes / but t they haue à very open knoWlege of 
that thynge whiche they ſhulde deme hym foꝛ . Thi 
it ts euyl und vnreaſonable foꝛ ony creature to deme 
his owne ſoule i that plyght that he chuld be parted 
krom god foz ony doubtfull fantalye. 


(Che thyꝛdechapytre. 
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4 $2d than yfit ſo be pe haue cõſented xt fallen 
to ſynne by ony temptacyons /than be ſoꝛy c 
crye god mercy therok. And pet be ye not dyſcofozted 
but thynke wel on the grete mercy of god how he foz 
gaue Dauid his grete lyñes. Peter and Magdalene 


and not only them / but alſo al thoſe that haue ben oz 


now be oz ſhall be contryte foʒ they: ſynnes / ⁊ meke 
them lowly and crye our loꝛde mercy . And therkoze 
ſyſter flee to hym that al mercy is in / and aſkemercy 
E pe ſhall haue it with foꝛgpuenes of all your lyñes 
and meke you lowly / take the ſacramentes of holy 
chyꝛzche / than pe ought to byleue fayth fully p your 
ſpñes be foꝛgyuen / and that ye be receyued in to the 
grace ot god. Foʒ god ſayth hymſelteby his pꝛophete 
Ezechie: that whan a ſyntull man ſozoweth foꝛ his 
ſynnes he wyl neuer haue mynde therof/x pf a man 
perceyue in his herteno very ſoꝛomwe / and though he 
thynke whanhe byddeth his bedes oꝛ cryeth to god 
foʒ mercy that he dooth all ayenſt herte: yet therfoze 
ſhulde he not demehymlelkegraceles / foꝛ who ſo wol 
de haue very ſoꝛowe fot his lyñes oꝛ Wolde crye god 
mercy foꝛthem oꝛĩ his herte wolde crye foꝛ mercy:he 
ccieth god merci truli / foꝛ as J hane ſayd befoze / god 
taketh hede to mannes Wwyll & not to his trauaplous 
fantalpes /it is good that ami take no hede to ſuche 
kantaſyes o2 ſterynges that cometh in ſuche maner. 
Foz god hydeth from them the knoWleges of kuche 
tataſyes foꝛ many cauſes vnto the pzoukyteofthey2 
ſoules/ wherfoze (uchepaſſyons be not ſynfull / but 
rather mater ok grace and ol grete meryte. Ind loo 
good ſyſter thynke ye alwaye / and yk it be ſoo that 


temptacyonceaſe not but bexe alwape moze c moze 
be not afrayde but ſaye ſomtyme amonge tnthe Wwoz 
hyp ol god and in theſpyteof the fende youre credo 
and kno wlege poure byleue and hope and thynke on 
the Woꝛdes of lapnt Paule that ſapth. Rnowlege ok 
mouth is done to the helpe of ſoules / and they ſhall 
not be deceyued by the fendes Whyles that with a 


good aduyſement bothe in woꝛde and Wyll withſtan 


deth hym ſtrongly. Foz there was neuer man decey⸗ 


ucdof the fende but by conſent ofhis owne wyl / and 


that with ſuche a wyllas the herte conſented witch 


teth not a wape man frome god, 
C The fourth chapptre. 


pd therfoze ſhulde no man care no2 be heuy 
that he is ſo troubled moze thi an other. Sys 
ter alwaye Wha Iſpeke of a man in this wzytynge 
tazeit bothe foꝛ man and woman / loz ſo it is ment in 
al luche wzytynges / foz al is mankynde / and ferther 
moꝛe as touchynge pour troubles thynke in all pour 
dyſeaſes what troubles goddes ſeruatites hath ſufs 
fred and what peynes and toꝛmentes they haue had 
Here in this woꝛlde in many ſondzy maners and ye 
(hall fynde cauſe to ſuffre. Leo the pope ſayth / it hap 
peth ſomtyme that good e rygbtwyſe ſoules be ſty⸗ 
red ſharpely by the lende / a ſomtyme by they2 owne 
compleccion to angers troubles dꝛedes c lucheother 
taryenges that it ſemeth to them theyꝛ lyf a toꝛmet 
in ſomoche that ſomtyme foꝛ very dꝛede they begyn 
to delpeyꝛe bothe in lyfe ol body and loule / thykynge 


the lame / lo; other fantaſtycal troublous wylles put 


* * 
6 Se. F 
4.4 PAC 4 


a ryghtwyſe loule this is pꝛoued Well by Toby / foz 


they be lozlaken ok god / whiche dothe it but toallaye 


and pꝛoue his choſen chyldzen and frendes by ſuche 
temptacpons. Foz as J afoze haue ſayd at the begyn 


nyngeok this w2ytyiigilyke maner as fyze purgeth 


golde and as a knyght is pꝛoued good and hardy by 
batayle:ryght ſo temptacyõs and troubles purgeth 


as p angell Baphaell ſayd this to hym. Toby fo: as 
moch as thou arte ryghttult to god it is nedeful that 
temptacyon ſhulde pꝛeue thy wWopll / and Wel it is kno 


Weathat ſekenes kalleth to a man after the dylpoly⸗ 


cyon ok his compleccpon. DolykeWwyle temptacyon 
as Lee the pope ſayth. The fende our ghohly enemy 


alppeth in euery man what wyle he is dylpoled by 
vis compleccyon / and by p dyſpoſycyon he tempteth 


vym. Foz there as he fyndeth a man full ot malacoly 


he tempteth hym moolt with ghooſtly temptacyons 


of Ire. But they that Wyll attende to withſtande it 
fo2 the loue of god they mutt ſhape them to pacyence 
tlaye with Job, Dythen We haue rcceyued of god 
lo great benefytes why ſhulde we not receyue and 
luckre dyleaſes. And thynkeon the great anguyſſhes 
loꝛowes and dyleaſes that our loꝛde Jelu chzylt luls 
fred hymſelfe here ĩ erth. And alſo ſuffred his blelled 
mother to haue the ſame. And thynke p to ſuffredy(s 
eaſe pacyentiy is the way to heuen warde. And that 


pe mape not in this fraple woꝛlde be lo kre as an an⸗ 


gell that is cofyzmed by grace / but wh yle your body 
x ſoule be cogyder i this lyle they mult receyue trous 
bles as well as eaſes, Ind thynke not that god hath 
ko:laven you; but mekely abyde the confozte of hym 


and without doubte whã it nedeth ye ſhall not fayle 
therof. But ſome me whan they haue dꝛede of ſalua 
| Cyonoztobetempted to deſpay2e byſpons o2 ghoſtly 
¹ſterpnges of thepz owne fraplte / they wende anone 
that they haue lynned in the ſynneoftheholy gho(t- 
| andthanthefende putteth in them that they may ne 
Aer be laued 02 * of they: trelpaces. Thus 
/ Cpeketh the lende Win them. So ferynge ſynne good 
| creatures that they wene to go out ołtheyꝛ myndes. 
But they that ben thus tempted anl were the kende 
thus agapne that he is falle q a lper as his nature is 
to be. Foꝛ the ſynne okthe holy ghoſt as clerkes ſapen 
is intynpte Without repentaunce. And that is whan 
Aman wylfully by delpberacyon wyll neuer repens 
| nozalke god merey ne foꝛgyuenes of his ſynnes / noz 
| Wyllbeturned / but wyllully departeth hym frome 
n wꝛetchednes abydeth 
wylkuly with fullcofentof wyll/ he that dothethus 
ſynneth in the holy ghoſt Wwhiche may not be fozgys 
uen here no elles where / loꝛ he wyll not truſt inthe 
dodnes of the holy ghoſt noz aſke foꝛgyuenes ot his 
nnes. Ind thertoꝛe he that wyll no mercy alte no 
mercy ſhalt haue / foꝛ his ſynnes be inkynyte without 
repentaunte. But thoughe a man oꝛ a woman haue 
oz kele all thele vycyous (terynges and as many moo 
as ony herte can thynke ayenſt theyꝛ one free Wyll 
and whan rea ſon cometh to thera they be loꝛy therof 
c lee alwape haſtely to p mercyofgod: is is to them 
but a pꝛeuynge oꝛa tlentynge ot theyꝛ lyᷣnes though 
they be neuer lo ofte in the nyght and the daye nowe 
vp now downe as wꝛaſtlers be /and though yehaue 
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des that leme full harde be ment full tenderly Whan 


ony eye tall in onp [yne ghooltly 02 fieblyely Elayne 
therin wylfully by delyberacyonand full content ok 
herte:ye than ought to be ſozy andaſke god fozgyue⸗ 
nes with a great contrycyon as god Wpli gyue you 
grace /and than thynke fully the goodnes of the holy 
ghooſt lurmoũteth all ſynnes that cuer was done o 
euer ſhalbe done-though a man had ſynned in them 
all / as well in dede as in thought he beynge truly con 
tryte a tonfeſled mekynge hymſelfe lowly to almygʒy 
ty god and to his ſacrametes of holy chyʒche / doubte 
pe not he ſo alkynge mercy ſhal haue ful fozgyuenes 
ol all his ſpunes-fo2 the mercy of god is ſo great that 
ic gaſſeth all his werkes. Ind therfoze thoughe pe 
lomtyme here bylpekynge ozels of Vozptynge oz re⸗ 
dynge in bokes ſharpe woꝛdes and harde ſentences: 
vet confozie poure ſelfeandthynke Well that all ſu⸗ 
che harde woꝛdes be layd and wꝛyten to chaſtylethe 
Cynners and to withdꝛa we them from eu ll / and als 
ſo to purge and pure goddes ſpecyall louers as the 
metall is in the fp2e afoze reherſed / and in them god 
wWyll make his houſe. Ind wete it Well many Woꝛz⸗ 


they be well vnderſtande / and though ſome wozdes 
be ment ryght hardely as the plane texte ſheweth / 
yet ſhulde pe not take theym to you Warde / but cons | 
foꝛte your ſelfe and thynke that all thoſe harde lentẽ 
tes ſhall be fulfylled in iewes and in laralyns / loꝛ the 
chꝛyſten people that wyll be cõtryte a truſt in goddes 
mercy 02 hauea wyl ſo toꝛ to do:they ſhal eſcape al pe 
ryllez /lo þ they ſhal not perylſh but be laued / where 
as 5̊ ie ves c laraſyns in they: perylles ſhall btteriß 


peryſthe to pardyepõ / loʒ they haue not the ſtrength 


ol Baptym ne v pꝛecpous oyntement ol chꝛyſtes pal 
lyõ/that ſhulde gyue to thepꝛ loules lyfe c helty. Of 
this they haue exemple c a great fygurein holy wzy 
te that where as Moyles ledde Þ chyldzenof Jiracll 
ouerthereedſee whiche Were goddes people. Mop⸗ 
les went befoze them and ſmote the water with hig 

rodde and ther with the water parted xthe chyldzen 
of Jſraell wente ouer in ſurety. And they of egypte 
that folowed peryſſhed and were dz0Voned, By Hoy 
les J vnderſtande our lozde Jeſu chꝛyſte / and by the 
perde oz rodde that departed Þ water Junderſtande 
his holy paſſyon/and by the chyldzen ol Ilracll that 
were not peryllhed all chꝛyſtẽ people / foʒ ryghtſoour 
lo2de Jelu chꝛyſt came from his fathers boſome to p 
lceoftrybulacyos #temptacyons to be oure gude ⁊᷑ 
leber / he gothe beloze vs with his pꝛecyous pallys q 
linyteth awape 5 perylles ofour troublous tempta⸗ 
cvons / ſo that we ſhall not perylſhe / but it ſhal bꝛpge 
vs to ſuertye of euerlaſtynge lyte ⁊ therfoꝛe gyue we 
to hym thãkynges louynges e inlynyte pzayſpnges 

as the chyldꝛen ol Ilraell dyd / foz thoughe a chzpfſtẽ 
man were neuer fo ſynfullthynkynge hymlelfe phe 
ſtode in the ſentence of the hardeſt Woꝛdes that be 
W2yten:yet ſhulde he truſt feythfully in the mercy ot 
god / fo and he wyll foꝛlake his lynnes a turne hym 
to god and vertuous lyfe:he ſhall haue grace and fo; 
gyuenes / and the harde ſharpe Woꝛzdes of dampna⸗ 
cyon ſhulde turne hym to mercy and ſaluacyon , F02 
thus ſayth our loꝛde godiholy wzyte by his pꝛophet 
Jeremp/though IJ make great thzetes J ſhal repẽt 

Beme.oftemp. B.i. 
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meok my wondes pf my people wyll repent them of 


theyꝛ lyñes. O beholdethe great goodacs of our lozs 
de / aud how pyte al wape cõſtrapneth hym to mercy 


 Wwo:lhyp and thankes be euer to his goodnes / he is 


lo benynge and mercykuli to them that be repentaũt 
that he frely wol chaũge his ſentences frome ſharpe 
bengeatice to fozgpucnes / #of the peynes that they 
be Wozthy to ſuſfre/gyue them alygeaticeoIlyghter 


peyne to lufee. He lapth allo by the pzophete Alaye 


I ſhall fozgpue the [yſtes of cuery manthat with ve 
xy true contrycyon do vll dꝛawe hym to good and ver 
tuous lyfe. And this grete mercp ſhewed oure lozde 
openly vpon the Tyte ot Miniue / and alſo by kynge 
Ezechie/therkoze lette no man delpepze but alwape 
truũ fully to goddes mercy that ſo Well can redzelle 
our myſcheues and tourne ali our Woo to wele / and 
our ſoꝛowe to iope. O thou glozyous æempghtpfull 
god that thus merueplouſſy werketh in thy creatu⸗ 
res it it to ſethat thy inercy is large and bzode wWohi⸗ 
che maketh the to chaunge thy ſentence that beioze 
Was bothe thy wol and wozde / bleſied be thou good 
loꝛde in all thy vertucs foʒ thou canſt / map / and Wyll 
turue and chaunge all our inkyʒmptes to dure mooſt 
Pꝛout̃yte yk we wyll not fee lrome the / but turne to 
thy goodnes and alke mercy. But loꝛ all this thy gre 
te goodnes / god fozbede that ony man (hulde be the 
moe bolder to ſynne o2 Wylkully and wyttynglip by 
delpberacpon ſhulde pꝛelume to fall to lynne vpon 
truſtokthy mercy, Ind therfoze oure loꝛde is lo mer⸗ 
cytull Ilurely truſt ñᷣ euery true curteps ſoule W yll 
be the moꝛe lothe tooffende his goodnes / and as [03 


— 


you that be tempted apenſt your Wyll / and wyll not 
fo2 all the wozlde dyſpleale god wyplkullpy: but that 
ve bethus begyled and entombꝛed by the fende with 
many papnetullthoughtes / be not pe afrapde of the 
fende noz ok his ferefuil aſſawtes / fo; he is full ſoꝛe 
dyſconkozted whan that he ſeeth a mano a woman 
whiche he ſo tempteth is not aferde of hym. Dom: 
tyme the lende cometh and tempteth a ſoule fyerſly 


Ikea dꝛagon / and ſomtyme he alſapleth hymiykes 


rampynge pon / but and pf a creature ſtrengthynge 
hymſelfe ſadiy in the paſſyonot almyghty god / and 
arme hym with that holy paſſyo/a thouſande ſuche 
kendes how ſomeuer that they come (hall haue noo 
moze power ouer hym than hathe aſmany fiycs oz 
gnattes, And therfoze ſtrength you all in god and be 
not abaſſhed . So to ſtrengthe and arme youtnhym 
thoughe ye be ſynfull-foz he layth hymlete in gol⸗ 
pell he came fo2 ſynners. Ind in another place ot the 
golpell he ſapthe that he came foz mercy and not fox 
noo vengaunte / and to be oure ſhelde and ſtrengthe 
and ſo lette vs humbly With a meke herte take hym 
And pk pe fele ony dꝛedes by yinagynacyon oz temps 
tacyon oz foz wozdes that pe haue herde 02 redde in 
bookes by the whiche ye doubte of ſaluacyon / than 
thynkeon the woꝛdethat chꝛyſt hymſelfe taught to 
a man that doubted/ſapenge and aſtzynge okour loz⸗ 
de who ſhulde be ſaued / foz he thought it was to har 
de to hymlelke foz to eſchewe all rhe poyntes that 
ledde man to pardycyon. And oure loꝛde badde hym 
foz to tape. Credo in deum patrem omnipotentem 
treatoꝛẽ celi et terre. Et in ielum chꝛiſtũ filium eius. 
Beme. ok tempta. B. ij. 
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thoughehe were in the lyght of god dampnable and 


—- 
as alia 2 Lt. AG. at 
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Byleue layd our lozde Jeſu that god the kather is al⸗ 


myghty ⁊ that no thyngeto hym is impoſlpble but 
that he nay fozgyueailſPnes and redꝛeſſe all wꝛon⸗ 
ges and bꝛynge > wules to his blyſſe and thynke fer- 
thermoze that his myght and power map do all that 
his wyldome can / ⁊ his goodnes wyll / and therkoze 
truſte fully that by his goodnes he Wyll ſaue you E 
bꝛynge you to euerlaſtynge Jope whan he leeth beſt 
tyme / lo he hath bought you full dere W his pꝛecp⸗ 
ous blode and peynkull dethe. Ind IJ dare lauelp ſay 
that ther is none ſo ſynkul a caytyfe which is chꝛpſte 
ned oz Wolde be chzpſtened this daye on the erthe all 


inthe lyght ok all creatures alſo:ye and pet Were Ju 
ged to be dampned by all ſcrypture and he wolde koz⸗ 
fake his lynne and be contryte and acke god foꝛgyue 
nes he ſhulde haue mercy and kozgpuenes ok hym / 
kit were lo that he ſtode in that cale oz had a good 
mynde to ſtande lo in the tyme ok deth he ſhulde be {a 
ued / the myght a mercyof god is ſo great that it lur⸗ 
mounteth al his lawes Jugemẽtes and ſcrpptures 
And lo our lozde Fheſu ſheweth vs by an cxemple 
inthegoſpellofa womanthat was kounde in aduou 
try and by Moples la we whiche Was oꝛdeyned by 
god ÿ ſhe ſhuld be toned tothe deth. But the myght 
and the wyldome of that blyſſed lozde god Was foo 
gretely ſhewed to the pharpzens whiche accuſed her 
that they lo largely perceyued they? lyñes that they 
myght not io; ſhame deme her but ſtale awape oute 


of p temple. And our lozoe Jeſu wolde not deme her 
but okhis gracyous inercy fozgaue her all her ſynes 


And thertoꝛe be a man oz womanneuerſo ſyntull / 
that they fele neuer lo many bodyly and ghoſtly lyn⸗ 
nes alwayeryſynge and ſterynge within them /they 
ſhulde neuer the rather delpapze okthe mercy ok god 
ne be dyſconlozted. Foz there as moche lynne is / ther 
is ſhewed mocye mercy and grace / and the goodnes 
of god is knowen bythe fozgyuenes of p ſynne whã 
a body turneth hym there krome t is Very contryte / 
but god foꝛbede as J haue ſayd befoze that ony crea 
ture be the moꝛe recheles oꝛ bolde to ſynne wylkully 
fo2 in ſomoche the mercy of god is lo large we oughe 
to be the moze beſy and dylpgent to loue and pzayle 
hym. Amyghty god werketh lyke a leche / loz a leche 
lukkreth lomtyme the deed flelſhe to growe on hym 
that he hathe ĩ cure / but alter warde hetabeth away 
the lame and niaketh the quycke fleſſhe to growe / 
and ſo he heleth the pacyent,Byght lo dothe our lozs 
de Jelu chꝛyſt maker ol heuen and erthe (utffreth lõ⸗ 
tyme a man oz a woman to fall in deedly ſynne: but 
alter warde ok his great mercy and pyte he putteth 
to his hande of grace/foz they that were deedly wol 
ded thꝛough ſyñe he heleth the and walſheth a waye 
they: ſpnnes with the water ok his well ok mercy⸗ 
and maketh in them quycke vertues to growe wher 
by he gyueth to them euerlaſtynge lyle. Oure lozde 
god is allo lyłe a gardiner foz a gardyner ſutfreth ſõ 
tyme wWycked Wedes to growe in his gardyn / and 
Whan the erthe thzough mopſture of rayne wexeth 
tender hetatzeth and pulleth awaythe wedes bothe 
roote and rynde. So in lyke wyſe dothe oure loꝛde 
Jelu chꝛyſt he ſuffrech ſotyme in his garden which 
Beme.oftemp, B.iij. 


OO T2 


is mannes ſoule wycked dedes of lynne to growe / 
but whan the herte of man Wexeth tender by meke- 
nes and moyſture ot cotrycyo he than taketh awaye 
all the lyñes bothe rote and rynde and planteth and 
ſetteth in his gardyn herbes and fruytes of good ver 
tues / and watreth them with the dewe ok his blel⸗ 
ſyd goodnes / wherby the ſouleof man ſhall come to 
euerlaſtynge Joye and reſte. Now than lythen our 
loʒde god is ſo good lo pyteous and loo mercyfull to 
ſynners that wylfully offedeth hym by comyttynge 
of hozrybleſpnnes-/ moche moze he is mercyfull and 
hath pyte and compaſſyon ok a ſoule / that thzonghe 
trouble and temptacyõs falleth to lyñe / fo almygh⸗ 
ty god ſuffreth often tymes the ſoule ol man fo2 to be 
tempted and vexed in withſtandyngetemptacyons 
Wherof it delerueth the moꝛe merpte. And therkoꝛe 
be penot doubcefullno2 heuy foꝛ it ſhal neuer turne 
vou to perell ne daunger but to grete pꝛoukyte. Fox 
therby yeCſhall wyne the crowneof gloꝛye and the 
palmeof vyctozye whicbe ſhall be gyuen to you fox 
withſtandynge of ſuche temptacyons / to the fede 
it ſhall tourne to ſhame and conkuſyon / and though 
it ſemeth to voit fotyme ty at ve fele diſcoꝛde bytwe⸗ 
ne god and pou be not thertoze recreaunt ne diſcon⸗ 
foꝛted. Foz almyghty god ſayth by pꝛophete Jſaye 
Flytell whyle J haue foꝛſaken ⁊᷑ hydde my face fro 
the:but J ſhall call the to mea gayne by my many- 
folde mercyes whiche euer char endure. 


¶ The kyfte chapptre. 


| 


AFL therfoze grutche not agaynſt the Wyll of 
god ne merueple not of thele teptacyons / foz 
the moe that a manoꝛ a woman be tempted in this 
maner 02 in ony other agapnſte thepz Wyll and they 
withſtande it that is to ſaye not Voyllyngly conſen- 
tynge therto but mekely luſfreth the lame: the moze 
they ſhall encreale in vertues to the pzofyteof theyz 
ſoules in the lyght of god thoughe it be hydde frome 
them / foꝛ perauẽture whan ye be ſharppely tempted 
pe thynke pe be to dull and neglygent in ghooſtly ex⸗ 
cercyle thꝛoughe wyckednes of your ſppꝛyte that is 
ſoꝛe trauayled and vexed / wherby ye thynke that ye 
haue a wyl conlented to luche temptacyons as ve be 
tempted with / but it is not ſo-fo2 ye ſhall vnderſtãde 
that euery man and womã hath two Wplles a good 
Wyll and an cupll / the cuyll voyll cometh of ſenſuas 
lyte the whiche is euer inclynynge downe warde to 
ſynne / and the good wyll cometh of grace whiche al- 
Wape ſtyzeth the loule vpwarde to all goodnes / and 
therfoze whan reaſon cometh to you ye haue alwape 
a good Wyll to do well /e as mylcontent with al eupl 
thoughtes ⁊ ſterynges that ve fele and putteth your 
wyll onely to the wyll ol god/though ye thꝛough ſu⸗ 
che wycked thoughtes # ſterynges by byolence and 
ſharpnes be enclpned to lenſualpte yet pe do it not ne 
conſent therto but it is the tenſualyte that dothe it in 
pou/and your good wyll abydeth in vou ſtyll vnbꝛo⸗ 
ken though the cloudes ot eupll thoughtes ſtoppeth 
your lyght foom the felynge of your good wyll as ye 
may ſe by cxempleof the mone /fozp mone ſhyneth 
alwaye in her dewe place as well whan weſeher 
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as Whan we ſe her not. Butoftentymes thecloudes 


ſhadowcth and putteth from vs p lyght therof / and 
ſo in lpke wyle it fareth by your good wyl Whiche 
ſtandeth alwape vnbꝛoken in you by the graccofal- 
myghty god though ye fele it not thꝛough trauay- 
lous thoughtes whiche taketh away v ſyght ol your 
knobolge. Therfoze ye good chyldꝛen that ſharpely 
be vexed w ſuchetemptacyons & tribulacions com⸗ 
ſoztc yourſelſe in your benygne # mercyfull fader Þ 
ſayeth to you by his ꝓphete ĩ holy wꝛite/ my chyldꝛẽ 
thought pe go in v kyꝛe dꝛede ye not / loꝛ y flame ther⸗ 
ot᷑ ſhall not trouble pou. As who ſayth yeỹ becryſten 
people wyllyngly to do Well though ye goo in to the 
fyze ot trybulacyons ⁊ temptacyons dꝛede ye not foꝛ 
it ſhall tonrne pou to no per yll / but thzough my good 
nes c the merytes of mp paſſyon it ſhall tourne you 
to grete pꝛoutyte ⁊ cõfoꝛte of your ſoule / te maner ot 
all theſetẽptacyõs cv remedyes of Þ ſame ſheweth 
our ſaupour Iheſu cryſt to his apoſtle ſaynt Peter 
as it apereth i» goſpell where he ſayth thus / Peter 
ſathanas aſketh ⁊ delpꝛeth toſyfte the as men lyfte 
whete / wherby it apereth well that ỹ fende hath no 
myght ne power to attẽpte vᷣ leruaũtes ot almyghty 
god but by his luffraũce / æ p was euydently knowe 


by 8 temptacpons of Job whom p fendebeſyfted x 


tẽpted fox p moze p whete is ſyfted ⁊ caſt from lyde 
to ſyde the moꝛe clene it is. Nyght ſomozey a man oz 
a woman betempted with the fende ayenſte theyz 


Wyll / the moe clene they be afoze god / Wherkoze it 


aparcth playnly Þ almyghty god ſutkreth not his fer 
uaũtes to be tẽpted but foz they2 grete wele © pzofyt 


* 


yk they purpoſethemſelfe myghtely to Wtande the 
kendes temptacyon / Whicheno man maye Wſtande 
without the helpe of god. Therfozeof his helpe he 
maketh vs ſurelyke as he lapd to Pet /theſe woꝛdes 
Ih aue pꝛaped foꝛ the that thy fayth fayle v not /and 
therfoze that man wohiche pacyẽtly is redy to luffre 
all troubles and dyſeaſes fo2 the loue ot his maker al 
myghty Jheſu not takynge hede of all Þ kendes mo⸗ 
cyons and temptacyons:y manthzough the myght 
and grace of chꝛyſt bereth done and ouercometh Þ 
fende/Wherby he may be called a vaynquyſiher oz 04 
uercomer. And to luche men may be ſaydthus/ thou 
Pp arte thus turned to almyghty god by the vertue 
of pacyence / but yfthou helpe to coũſeple x conferme 
thy bꝛetherne. Ind teche them to luffre as p grace ot 
god hathe taught the /oꝛels thou arte vnkynde. Fox 
Salamon (ayth that one bzother Well counſcyled & 
confermed by an other is a myghty Cyte apeuſt the 
kende / and therfoze they that be ſharpely trauapled 
and tempted whan they haue hadthe good coũleple 
okthepꝛ bzother:they ought to take confozte to them 
ſayeng with Dauid whiche layth. O my ſoule why 
arte thou ſo vnſtedfaſt thus to aſlayle c trouble me 
truſt onely to almyghty god y is full of benyngnyte 
and mercy whome Jonelp conkeſſe and kno wlege to 
ſerue be J neuer ſo ſoꝛe trauepled ne troubled. And 
to luche men thus vexed with thoughtes mocyons 
c ſterynges is behouekull to take the counſeyle x tes 
chßgeokthe wyſe and dyſcrete perſones fleynge vts 
terly theyz owne Wylde fantaſyes whiche often ty⸗ 
mes greatly troubleth them, Andineſchewyngeof 
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luche temptacpons F#troubles they mult gyue them 
ſelfe to good and vertuous occupatcyõg / as to redpge 
and ſayenge the leruyte ol almpghty god / a doynge 
other vertuous dedes / and euer amonge pꝛayẽge to 
almyghty god they may haue ſtrengthe in they; ſou 
les to relpſte luche mocpons and temptacyons. And 
though they kynde in themlelte noo maner ok ſWwetes 
nes ne lauour in goddes leruyce:pet thep ought not 
to be heuy therfoze ytthey2 wyll and mynde veto ful 
kyll p lame. Fo as holy Wꝛyte layth euery good wyl 
is accepted foʒ the dede, Sant Barnarde layth that 
ſomtyme god withdꝛa weth deuocpon frome pzayer 
to make the pꝛayer moꝛe medetull / foꝛ he wyl be ſer⸗ 
ued ſomtyme in bytternes and ſomtyme ilwetenes 
Whiche bothetwo we muſte mekely receyue , Ind 
thertoze aryſtotle ſayth that with p moze dyffyculte 
dt trauaple vertuous ben goten:the moze they pzous 
kyte and encreale in the loule. It was no mapſtry foz 
ſayut Peter whan he ſawe almpghty god on hyll 
of blyſſe to lape /loꝛde it is good foz vs to dWell here. 
But aft erwarde whan he lawe hym ymonges his 
enempes cruelly tozmented a womans woꝛde kered 
and putte hym in luche dꝛede that he fozloke and de⸗ 
nyed his maͤpſter. But whan thꝛough che myghtof 
the holy ghooſt he was reconlpled and conkermed a 
gayne:than was there no toʒmẽt in 5 erthe p kynge 
02 p2ynce put vnto hym coude fere hym. Byght ſo yl 
a man be i perłyte reſt and qupetnes ot herte /it is no 
mapſtry fo; hym to ſerue god. But it is a mapſtry to 
hym that is in trauayle and out of qupetnes ok herte 
to lerue hym / therloze p creature that is tempted 03 


vexed in the leruyte of alinyghty god and is in wyll 
to withſtande the ſayde temptacyons tyll he atter be 
ſtrengthed and confozted by the holy ghooſt Þ fende 
ſhall neuer haue power to fere ne put hym in dꝛede / 
foz though it be louge oꝛ he fele confozte pet lette not 


hym dꝛede / fo our mercyful lauyour knoweth what 
tyme confoꝛte is mooſt nedefull to hym whan he fay 


leth not to gyue it hym. Foz lomtyme the felynge ok 
ſwetnes is withdꝛawen frome man oꝛels he ſhulde 
Were pꝛoude and pꝛeſumptuous oꝛ negipgẽt and re⸗ 
cheles in vertuous lyuynge / and therfoꝛe it is with 
dꝛa wen fo: the beſt to p helth ok his ſoule / Wherfoze 
hardnes and ſharpenes ſent to a creature is ful pꝛou 
fytuble top loule:as laynt Ault n ſayth in techynge 
vs ofthe maner ot almyghty god that whan a man 
is feble and newlp tourned to hym he gyueth hym 
peaſe ano ſwetenes tothe entẽt to ſtablyſſhe hym in 
his la we and loue. But whan he is ſtablyſſhed and 
fadly grounded in his loue: than ſuffceth he hym to 
be bexed and trauapled fo2 two reaſons / one is too 
pꝛoue hym and to crowne hymthe hyer in the blyſſe 
of heuen. In other is to pourgehymokhis ſynnes 
in this woꝛlde that in no wyle he be krome hym in ð 
euerlaſtynge woꝛlde. 


C The ſpxte chapptre. 


| Ny fo2 aſmoche as many men can not 102 
I wyl not in tymeof temptacpõ fe 02 percepue 
it but haue a dꝛedekulnes and a ſoꝛynes in themſelke 
byſteryngeokthepz cõpleccpon /therfoze to all ſuche 
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fuliy 0zd2ethem by ſome dyſcrete perſon as atoze'F 
lad / and thoughe it come intheyz mynde that they 
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men thꝛethynges be nedelull e netellary. The kyꝛſte 
is that they be not moche alone. The leconde is that 
they thynke ne ſtudy to depelp in ony thynge / but 


ſhulde be in Jeopardy 02 peryl vtterly to be loſt:they 


ſhulde take no hede ol ſuche ſtyꝛynges oꝛ thoughtes 
foz it neuer may turne them to daungtr ok theyʒ lou⸗ 


les. Ampyghty god layth in the golpell / pk the entent 
of a mannes purpoſe be good the dede is good. The 
thyꝛde remedy is this /that foʒ almoche as the lende 


laboureth to make a man dzedefull and ſozy / a man 


a gayne ought tothe honoure ot god and conkulyd of 
p tende to ſtrength hymlelfe and be merp though it 
ve ayenlt his herte / and dzede nothynge the fendes 
malyce. Foz the leſſe gladnes p he feleth in hymkelle 


Whan the Jues enempes of god had ſhamfullp bes 
tenthem. Alſo a man ought to be gladde foꝛ thꝛe cau⸗ 


{cs whan the fende tempteth and tozmenteth hym. 
The kpꝛſt is that he is troubled bythe enemy of god. 
The leconde is by ſuchetemptacyons and tozmetes | 


tende ſheweth playnly that he is his enemy and 
cuery man ought to be gladde that goddes enemy is 
his enemy, And the thyꝛde is that by luche tozmens 


tes à manis not onelp releyſhedof the peynes i pur⸗ 


gatoꝛp but alſo it maketh hym to Wyñe euerlaſißpge 
vlyſſe. Our loꝛde Jeſu laptht in the golpell / blylled 


the moꝛe meryte he ſhall haue whan he fo cnfozceth | 
hymlelfe to bemery tothe honour of god / Ein ſpyte | 
of his ghoſtly enemy the deupll. Foz as holy Wzyte | 
laythe p holy apoſtles Wente awape mery t gladde 


—— — 
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beth ep 3 luffreth perfecucpon foz ryghtWwpylenes fo; 
they ſhall haue the kyngdomeofheuen, 


¶ Theleuenth chapytre. 


Lſo it to vnderſtande that oure olde enemy 
| d tende is ſoofte tymes aboute to begyle ma 
nes ſoule in dyuers and many maners / ſomtpme he 
ſtyꝛeth ma vnder coloure of goodnes to decepue hym 
whan he is well dyſpoſed and ſpeccyally in thꝛe thyn 
ges whiche J wyll ipeke of. One is that thoughe a 
creature be it man oz woman be neuer ſo well ne ſoo 
ofte ſhꝛyuen/yet the fende maketh them bpleue they 
are not well ſhꝛyuen / and that he doth to bzynge the 
ſoule in heuynes / and ſo anoyeth a troubleth p pooze 
ſoule that he maketh hym to fozgete what he wolde 
ſape/a therby maketh hf out ol reſt tyl he benewly 
ſhꝛpuen agapne. But this dothe he not fo2 p he wol⸗ 
de that ony were often and Well ſhzyuen;but fully to 
lette and trouble hym / and to make hym to byleue p 
he were blfded by lynne and out of grace / Wherkoze 
he myght not make hymſelle clene. The letõde wy- 


leand coloure that the ſende maketh to Withdꝛawe 


2 —— 


| goodnes is that whan a man oꝛ woman by deuoute 
ſterynges okthoughtes haue felynges of contempla 


cyon and medytac yon as parauenture ſome ſolytary 


| perlones hath:and he maketh them to thfke that to 


holde # kepe that medytatyõs is tot heyʒ mooſt pꝛo⸗ 


pte to 5ᷣ entent they ſhuldeleuethepꝛ dyupne lerupte 


that they be bounde to / and bzyngeth them in luche 
A combzaunce that they wote not whiche Wape 1s 
Beme,oftemp. 


ol, 
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teth them in a kere / Whã they dyſpoſethem to honeſt 
dyſpozte. And alſo Whan they be neuer lo cleve {h2y- 


belt to them to take / and all this he doth btterly to de 
ceyue them and caule theym to be vnqupet to do ony 
of theym bothe . The thyꝛde crafte oꝛ Wyle that he 
tempteth with / is whan a man 02a woman gpueth 
them to honeſt dylpoꝛte to ſtrength themſelfe ayenſt 
his falle wyles to the confoꝛte ottheyꝛ owne ſoules/ 


than wyll the fende taule theym to haue a colcyence 


therot᷑ / and putteth in theyꝛ myndes that all luche 
dylpoꝛte is but ſynne and vanyte. And many tymes 
bꝛyngeth into theyz myndes agayne the ſpanes that 
they beloꝛe had done and were conkeſſed ok. Ind all 
that dothe he to byynge them into heupnes and dyl⸗ 


cofozte to the entent he myght bꝛynge theym to del⸗ 


papꝛe.Meuertheles there be good remedpes in theſe 
temptacyos-fo2ag buto thelaſt where the kende put 


uen alwape putteth them in a doubte that they haue 
not ſhꝛyuen theym well / oꝛels tyat there is pet fome 


Lynne in them that they perceyue not: but foz al thele 
fantaſyes they ought to take no fere noz thoughte: 


but veraplythynke that it is by luggeſtyon ok theyz 
ghooſtly enempthat Wolde lette them krom reſt and 
peas ofthey: ſouleg / and thoughe it be lomtpme that 
by the meane ok luch fantaſpes and troubles they koꝛ 
gete ſome thynge okthepꝛ charge whiche they ought 
toz to haue ſayd / let hym than be tonkeſſed yk he may 
and yk he may not cõuenyently and lyghtip haue his 
confeilourtthanlette hym haue a full wyll and pur⸗ 
pole to be confeſſed as loone as he can poſſyble. And 
inthe meane ty me crye god mercy / and with a con? 


- 


tryte herte acke fozgpueres fo2 his ſynnes/and than 
truſt fully it is fozgyuen hym-foz a ma is not foredy 
to alke fozgpuencs ⁊᷑ mertp: but our mercykull lozde 
of his great goodnes is moche moze redy to t02gpue 
theym . Ind as tothe ſcconde temptacyon Wherby 
the fenve wolce lette a man from his dyupne lexupte 
that he ts boũde vaco bttetiytemptpge hym to leue 
it / than ought he to be the moze dylygent deuoutiy E 
reuerently With good aduylement to lap it /c pt᷑ it be 
ſo he ſap alone his ſerupte he may Whã good though 
tes come oʒ that it wyll pleale god With wetnes oz 
ſome hye bylytatyõ of the holy ghooſt to vylyte and 
couche hym/thã ſhall it be but Well done fox to ſtynte 
of his leruyce/z attẽde to that medytacyõ foz a tyme 
and after to ſape lozthe/ſo that his ſerupce that he is 
bounde vnto be not lefte vnſayde oꝛ vndone / and in 
thus doynge it ſhalbe but lytell lettynge to his ſer⸗ 
uyte/and he ſhall fynde great cofozte and eaſe therin 
Foz though it lette hym toz the tyme:it (hall well foz 
ther hym to the quycknes of his ſoule another tymt. 
The thꝛde temptat pon is this. Whan a man in due 
tyme gpueth hymſelte to honeſt company & dyſpoꝛte 
foz the ſtrength and conkozte ok his loule / and the ten- 
de putteth in his mynde his ſynnes be fozdone. Ind 
that he ſynneth in vayne lpendynge the tymc:foz all 
ſuche temptacpõs gyue pe no charge foz it is Þ ghoſt 
lp enemy that ſo tempteth and troubleth you, Foz ne 
uertheles ye map be (ure that althfge whiche is trix 
ly grounded in god plealeth his goodnes a nothynge 
offcndeth hym. Wherfoꝛe al goddes ſeruaũteg muſt 
grofidethem faſtely in god / and do by the coũſeyle ol 
Reme.oktemp. C. ij. 


* 


OQTTY 


holy chyꝛche / and yfthey loo doo they ſhall neuer be 
deceyued/and therloze a mã that hath ben ſoze trou⸗ 
bled Wel done it is to take hym to dylpoꝛte in deſpyte 
of the kende / and put a waye all other fantalyes / and 
at tyme cõuenpent to aſke god mercyof his offences 
and to pꝛape vnto hym koꝛ grace. 


¶ The eyght chapytre. 


Lſo the fende is full bely to mote men e wo⸗ 
n men to tender cõlcpentce / and to b2ynge them 
in uche erroures and maketh them wene ſomtyme 
Whanthey do euyll they do no lynne. Ind ſomtyme 
that is well done they thynke it lynne and maketh a 
venyal ſynne as greuous as a deedly. And lomtyme 
allo the kende encombzeth them lo greatly that what 
ſoeuer they do oz leue vndonethey beſo ſoze bytten in 
conſcyence that they can no wohyle togyder haue ony 
reſt in themſelfe. And all this the cruell enemp dothe 
by the meane or puttynge theym ina falle dꝛede and 
blynde conlcyence that he bꝛyngeth them to / but the 
remedy oftheſe and allother temptacvons is to be go 
uerned by thepz cofeſſour o lome other dyſcrete pers 
Cone/and fully put thẽ to they: rule as afoʒe is ſapde 
and nothynge folowe they; obone blynde conlcyence 
Foz vf they folowe theyꝛowne conſcyence it were a 
great pꝛyde / in that he wolde holde his one Wytte 
better than thetrue counſeple of holy chyꝛche. F028 
mi that ſo wyll do muſte nedes fall in great errours 
and into the fendes handes. And yk luche an erroure 
of cõſciẽce made to vou by your ghoſtly enemy make 


0 


1 


;pouthynne that other men kile not thar pe kele. And 


Fold ok dethe pe 


to2 that cauſe they yan not gyue vou god counſeyleoʒ 
remedye. Indtherfoze ye nedes mult folo we youre 
owne fantaſpes: yet fox al this charge not your herte 
ther with / but put awaye al ſuche errours of coſctece 
as faſt as they come to mynde / and let them not tary 
ne ſyntze in pour ſoule. And yfony perſone Wyll ſaye 


that they may not ne can not put theym awaye they 


ſayenot truly /foꝛ who ſo is in very wyll to do al way 
ony ſuche falle ſuggeſtyõ befozegod it is put aWwaye 


though they haue in them neuer lo falle demynges / 


and therfoze haue yencuer ſo many ot them ayenſtỹ 


Wyll ot his conſcience: he nedeth not to dꝛede them. 


Foz out of doubte almyghty god Wwyllcomfozte hym 


oz he dye / and the lenger tyme that he ſuffreth luche 


bexacpon and trouble the moꝛe is he thankeful in the 
lyght of god. 


CThenynthechapytre. 


"LT Lſothough the fend put in pou ony thought 

ofdeſpay:eo2make vou to thynke that in the 
ſhal haue ſuche euyll thoughtes & 
greuous ſterynges / and that ye than ſhal be but loſt. 
pet foꝛ all that byleue hym no thynge / bnt anlwere 
that pe haue fully put pour truſte in god / ⁊ therfoze 
fo: all this teptacyos by thegrete power of almygh 
tygod and merytes ot his paſſyõ thynke veraylp it 
thall be to pou no peryl of ſoule / but tourne to the ſha 

Beme.of temp. E. tt). 
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thyabathat perauenture ibis none bpthe tẽntat von 
«aftheEuvesotroublteano lette you ox that it is cha⸗ 
ſtyſpuge ol god foꝛ ſome woꝛdeoꝛ dꝛede that ye haue 
done contrarp to his yl / tm dure loꝛde god dothe 
wkea dude mocher / oz a lounge mother h̊ is wyle 
and oel taaght herlette ſhe woldethat her chyldzen 
9 mere vectuouſipand well noꝛtured / and yt᷑ ſhe maye 
[ knoWweony oftheym With a defaute ſhe wyll gyue 
 thepma knockeonthe herd /e yfche defaute be moꝛe 
thewyllgyuehymaturffeton the cheke / and yt he 
don great kaureche wyil ſharpelylaithe hym with 
A xodde/and thus dothe god that is our laupnge fas 
ther frome wWhome all bercuexgoodnes tometh. He 
Wyll that his tpetvall cholen chyldꝛen be yertuouſly 
dàͤnd well taught in they ſoules / and ylthey doa de⸗ 
faute he wyll knorke them on theyꝛ hedes with ſome 
Wozdes of dyſcomfozte and dyipleaſuxe / and vt᷑ they 
| doo a great kaute he wyll gyue theyma buffet with 
| great ſharpenes in ſondzy maners after the dyuerle 
1 . Fondycyon ot the defatites / and yt they dod a moche 
1 ꝗreter trefpas than he chadyſeth them moche moꝛe 
#þ ſharpely. And all this oure bleſſed loꝛde doth foz pipe | 
tpall loue he hath vnto vs /foz as he ſayth hymſilfe/ / 
them that he loueth / them he chaſtyſeth. Now truly | 
and we toke good hede of theſe woꝛdes we wolde 
be gladder ok his chaſtylpngethã of al this Wozides 
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. 
i cherylchynge / and yr we lo dyde / all dyleale and trou 
ble ſhulde tourne vs coconfozte and Jope / but it 18 


tall harde thus to do inthetyme of ſhirpe heuynes 
Whana foule ſtandeth naked frome all ghooſtly and 
bodely confozte to take and fynde Jope in dyſeaſe / an 
beirthey thut be in ſuche in warde dures they muſte 
ſeke in all wapes how they may confozte-themſelfe 
ingod / and thynke and truſt fully that god ſende ne⸗ 
nerſuchechaſtyſynge but that he — tys 
me ozin — wherby they ſhuide be 
dzonghtoutoftheleheuynes . Fox the pꝛophet layth 
; boar fag ro of me/ and all 
uche god ſhall detyuer / and though pe felefotymes 
derynges ot delyꝛes ot aiche vakyndlyenyilthough 
tes confo:tcyou euer in the goodnes ot god / and in p 
pepnefull paſſyon that his manhode ſuffredde foz 
| bu nar nt — many of the ſeruauntes 
ot godeo deſperacpõ and dꝛede of-ſalnacyon / as well 
mwoꝛldety men as other ghoſtiy lyuers / puttynge in 
mozidetp mennes myndes the ſneſſe ot theyz 
Lynnes / andtothe ghoſtly lyuers de putteth dꝛede x 
 firayte conſcycnce in manp moze ſondꝛy wyſes than 
Ita tell / and full gratyouſty god hathe conlozted 
theym and bꝛought theym out otthepꝛ errours / and 
nom A am ſtyꝛed and moued fo2 to tell you ofoneof 
them which was a ſquyer that hyght Johñ holmes 
- anarracyon. This ſquyer that I haue named had 
ben a great ſynfullman/and ſo at che laſte thꝛoughe 
the beholdynge ok his great ſyfies.And bythe temp 
tatponot the tende he fel into deſpeyꝛe ſo depely and 
greuoully that he hadnyghe loſte his mynde. Ind 
thus he was troubled ney dayes p he myght nep⸗ 
ther ſlepe ne ete but waſted awaye and was in the 
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it to hym. This 


poynte to deſtroye hymtelfe / but that blelled graey⸗ 
ous loꝛde that is ſo full ot mercp and pyte wolde not 


haue hym loſte. And vpon a dape as he walked in a 
Wood alone an angell came to hym in v fourme ot a 


man andſaluted the tquyer full goodlp / and talked 


with hym in full curteys maner / ſayenge vnto hym 


man thou lemeſt to haue gret heupnes and ſozowe / 
tell me J pꝛapethe 5ᷣ cauleofthy dyſeale:? Nay layd 
the lquper it is not to be told to the. pes hardely ſayd 
the angell / thou Wotelt not how well J mape helpe 
and remoue thp dyſeaſe.F02a man beynge in dyſcos 
tote ſhulde al way dylcouer his heuynes to ſome 
creature that myght eaſe hp-foz thꝛough good coun⸗ 
leyle he myght recouer contozte and hele / 02 in ſome 
Wyle haue remedy. The ſquyeranſWered the angel 


agapne x ſayd that he wyſte Well he neyther coude 


ne mygyt helpe hym. And therfozehe Wolde not tell 

be ſquper wenynge alWwaye that 
this augell had bal an erthly man / and dꝛedde that 
pt he haddetolde it vnto hym he ſhulde haue layde 
ſome Woꝛde that ſhuld vtterly haue greued hym mo 
re. And whan the angell awe he wolde by no wape 
tell it vnto hym / he layd vnto p ſquyer in this Wyle. 
Now lythe thou wylte not tell me thy greue J ſhall 
tell it the. Thou arte ſayde the angell in delpepꝛe ol 
thy laluacyon but cruſt me feythfully thou ſhalte be 
ſaued/foz the mercy ol god is lo great that it palleth 
all his werkes / and lurmounteth all ynnes. It is lo 
the ſapd p ſquyer J Vote well p god is mercyfulbue 
he is allo ryght full a his ryghtwylnes mult nedes 
punyllhe ſpune. Ind therfoze A dzede his ryghtfull = 


Judgmentes. The angell ſpake bnto hym agayne 


and tolde hym many great exemples how. gracyous 
and mereykull dur loꝛde god is to lynners. But the 
ſquper ot whome we ſpake was lo depelp fallen in 
delpeyꝛe ÿᷣ he coude take no confozte of ony thynge 
that he coude ſaye. Than the angell ſpake agapne to 
hym in this maner. O layd he that thou art hard ol 
byleue / but wylte thou haue an open ſhewyng that 
thou ſhalt be laued. Thi lap d heto p fquyer Jhaue 
here thꝛe dyce that J wyllehzowe / and thou ſhalte 
thꝛowethem allo / Who that hathe moſt of the dyte 
ſykerly ſhalbe laued. A ſayd the ſquyer how myght 
I in this thzowfgeofthedyce becertayneof my ſal 
uatyon /d heldeit but a Jape / that not witſtãdynge 
the angell thꝛewe the dyte and he had on euery of 5 
dyce vp warde the nombꝛe ok ſpxe. And he than bad 
the lauper thꝛowe the dyce. O than ſayde the ſquyer 
certaynly that dare I not do/foꝛ I wote wel though 
caſte-moze thã 5ᷣ haſte caſte ſhulde J not caſte ne 
aue /and yt J had leſſethan ſhulde J fall in kerther 
dyſconloꝛte / but ſo ſpecpally the angell delpꝛed and 
ſpake that at the laſt the ſquyer thꝛewe the dyte / and 
in thꝛowynge by the gracyous myght and power of 
god euery dyce deuyded in two / on euery dyce was 
the nombꝛe of ſyxe / and lo he had the double that the 
angell had / and as he was merueylynge ther vpon 
the angell vanyſſhedout of his ſyght / wherfoze he 
thought veryly that it was anangell ſent from god 
to bzytige hym out of his ſoꝛowe / and than he toke 


moche tonfoꝛte and Joye in the great mercy & good⸗ 
nes ol god in luce maner that all his dzedes and ſo⸗ 
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rowes Were clenedeparted / and he became a bertu⸗ 
ous man and the very ſcruatitofgod/andlyued bleſ 
ſedlp. And Whan he wolde departe fro this Wozlde 
he deuyled there ſhulde be a None layde bpon hym / 
with thele woꝛdes wꝛyten aboute it that foloweth, 
Here lyeth John Holmes p ofthe mercy of god may 
laye alarges. J knowe a Wozthypfull perſone that 
Was ithe lame abbaye here in englãde where as he 
lyel h that redde the lame Woꝛdes atoze ſayde Wzptẽ 
on his tombe. Nowthan lythen our mercpfull lozde 
god ſende vs his gracyous confozie tothis manthat 
was a Wozluly [yaful man ⁊ᷓ recepued hym to grace 
ano bꝛoughte hym out of deſpeyʒe. There ſhulde no 
man be dy:confozted noz deſpeyze ot ony temptacys 
ons-foz haroly god wyll cõfoꝛte hym Wwhan he ſeeth 
his tyme-/and thougye he lende not a man confozte 
ſhoꝛtely it ſhalbe to his mozemede/3therfoze thynke 


02 ghoſtly that yeſtande inthe bleſſynges of all holy 
chpꝛche / loꝛ holy wzyte ſayth bleſſed be they that (uf; 
freth temptacyons , Foz whan they be well pzoued 
they ſhall haue the tro wne oflyfe p whiche almpghs 
ty god hath pꝛompfed to them that loue hym. 


¶ The tenth chapytre, 


() ve chyldꝛen of holy chyꝛche that haue total 
the woꝛlde foz the helth of your ſoules d pꝛyn⸗ 
cypallyco pleaſe god; confozte pou un hym home 


- 


k 
al waye whan ye thynke ofony temptacyons bodely.! 


— * 


ve haue cholen to loue and ferue/foz he wyll be to von 


full fre and large as pe map ſe by exemple of Peter 
in the goſpell Wher as he alked our lozd Jeſu chʒyſt 
what rewarde he ſhulde haue that had fozſaben all 
thynge to folowe hym. And our loꝛde anlwered hym 

and ſayde that he ſhulde Judge With hp the twelue 

trybes of kynredes of Ilraell at 8 dape ot dome / and 
fertherfoze oure loꝛde ſayde alſo vnto hym p not one⸗ 
ly one oꝛʒ two oʒ ſome / but he ſayde all thoſe 5 ſozſake 
fo: hig loue kynne / frẽdeg / poſſeſſpons / 02 ony erthly 
goodes:they ſhal haue in this lyle and hũdꝛeth folde 
moꝛe / and after blyſſe without ende. Therloze ſp⸗ 
ſter caſt a wape all ſuche falle dꝛedes that wolde trou 
ble and lette pou from loue and hope of our mercyful 
ioꝛde god / loꝛ nothynge plealeth ſomoche the fende 
as to ſe the ſoules withdꝛa we from the loue of god. 
And therloꝛe he belpeth hymſelfe full ſoze daye and 
nyght to lette and trouble loue and peas in mannts 
ſoule / and on the other ſyde no thynge confoundeth 
noꝛ dyſconfoꝛteth hym ſomoche as whan he leeth a 
man ſette all his deſyʒe to haue the loue oł god. Alas 
though pe fele not that feruẽt loue ot god / ſhall ye by 
Pour Imagpnacpõ fall in dyſconfozte and heuynes 
ok herte / e th y ke pour ſelfe loſt: Nap nap/ put awap 
all ſuche byſconfoztable heupnes c thynke Well it coz 
meth ot pour enemy vᷣ kende/ euer haue a good wyl 
to loue aud pleaſe god / and pꝛynte Well theſe Wozdes 
in pour herte that a good wyl is accepte as fo2adede 


nameof Jeſu / foꝛ Jeſu is almoche to ſaye as a ſauy 
oure/and therloze thpuke lwrdeuer ther vpon / a bere 


/ * 


in the ſyght ol god / and tonfoꝛte you alwape inthe 
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it in your mpde with his paſſpon / and allo his other 
great vertues/foz nothynge ſhall ſo ſoone put away 
all dzedefuil temptacyons & fantaſtes as theremem 
bꝛaunce ot this name Jeſu / his bytter paſſyonand 
glozyous vertues. Thele thze be ſhelde and lpere/ar 
mure /d ſtrengthe to dzyuedoWne the fendes power 
be he neuer lo fperſly (ct to tempte man oz woman / 
ſpecyally to thynke on his great vertues how god Þ 
father in hylelte hath all dyuyne nature in whom 
is all myght and power and to whome is al thynge 
poſſyble and nothynge tinpollyble to hym. Ind god 
the lone is all wyloome that all thynge maye make 
aud gouerne / and god the holy gyoolt is all loue and 
boũte that ina mynuteoktyme all ſynnes mape fozr 
gyue. I laye not to you thze goddes but the perſões 
and one god / in whom is all blyſſe and glozy/ he is ſo 


fapꝛe and bꝛyght ſhynynge that all the angels mer⸗ 


uaple of his beaute /his glozyous bleſſedful beaute c 
pꝛelence fedeth and fulfyileth all the tourte ol heuen 
with luche myꝛth and melody that is euerlaſtynge. 
In hym is all benyngnyte kepynge vs from venge- 
ate and in hym is all grace and gentyines /curtelg / 
kredome / and largenes / pyte / mercy / e fozgyuenes / 
ioye / lwetenes / and endeles helth / our locour he is in 
all trybulacyons Whan we call vpon hym / our com⸗ 
fozte-our ſtrength / our helpe / and our ſoules helthe. 
Suren ſyſter this is our lpoule / home ve delyꝛe to 
due and pleale/the greatnes of his vertues / ne the 
multytude of his ioyes whiche ſpzedeth to all them 
that be in the courte ol heuen: noo herte can th yntze 
noz tonge tell / foꝛ the bleſſednes of his pꝛeſence can 


canneyther beſaydnoz wꝛyten. Joye pe therfozem 
ourlozde Jeſu chzylt-foz he hatht bought vou kul de 
re to bꝛynge you to that blyſſe / and therfoze laye to 
hym. holy god in whome is al goodnes Whole py 
te and mercy made the to deſcede from the hyghe tro 
ne done into this wꝛetched Wwozld the valap ol Wo 
and wepynge / and here to take dure nature / and in 
that nature thou ſuffreſt peyne and paſſyon with 
cruell ſharpe dethe to bzyngeoureſoules to thykyng 
dome. Therfoze mercytull lozde foꝛgyue me all mp 
lynnes Þ I haue done /thought / and layd. Gloꝛpous 
trinite lende me clennes of herte / purete of louie / re⸗ 
ſtoze me with thy holy vertues / ſtrẽgth me with thy 
myght/that Jalwaye may withſtande p fende and 
all euyll temptacpons.O good loꝛde cõfoʒte me with 
thy holy ghooſt @ fulfyll me with perkyte grace and 
charpte: 5 Imap from hens foꝛthe lyue vertuouſſy, 
And loue the with all my herte / with all my myght 
and with all my ſoule / lo that I neuer offendep but 
euer to folowe thy pleaſures i wyll / wozde / thought 
and dede / now graunte me this good loꝛde that arte 
infynyte / whiche eternally ſhall endure. And now 
good ſyſter pt ye dothus J hope it ſhall do you great 
eaſe, And thoughe pe kynde no maner ofconfozte-noz 
wetnes / noz deuocyon whan ye wolde / be not ther⸗ 
Ffozedylſcofozted / but ſuffre it metzelp / foxryght mas 
ny there bethat ſtryue with thẽlelfe as though they 
Wolde haue wete deuocyõ by mayſtry. Ind J laye 
pou foztruthe lo wyll it not be had / but by mekenes 
moche looner it may be goten. Ind that is as thus 
that a man holde and thynke hymlelfe vnwoꝛthe to 
Beme. of temp. i. 
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ſo folowe it with pour myght a power / as whã reas 


baue onp kwetenes oꝛcöozteg offre hymſelke lowly 


to the wyllok god and put his wyll fully to the wpll 
and mercy ot tyat bleſſed loꝛde / foz a man ſhulde not 
deſyꝛe to haue pᷣ̊ lwetenes 3 deuocpon foz his owne 
tomtoꝛte and pliaſaunce:but purely and oncly enten 
dynge to pleaſe god and to folo we his wyl/ and whã 
it ſuffylech vnto bs whether we haue it oz not / ſome 
alſo weneth p and they haue not luche lwetnes and 
deuocyonß thep be out ot grace / but certaynly ſome 
there bethat in themſelfe feleth no [wetnes noz de⸗ 
Uocyo that be in moꝛe grace than the other that fleth 
it / loʒ they haue many confoztes / and better it were 
mekenes Without felynge thau felynge without me 
kenes.Therfoze ſyſter luſtre mekely and pacyently 
What euer falleth vuto you-t euer haue a good wol 
to do that may bemolt plealynge to god / and whan 
ony dyſconfozte cometh by temptacyon 03 pmagpna 


cpon of yout enemy haue the woꝛdes in pour mynde 
that ofte is layd inthis w2ytynge befoze whiche is 


that a good wyll ſhalbe accepted foz a dede / for and 
ve deſyꝛe to be vertuous and toloueand pleaſe god it 
is accepted as fo2 Þ dede befoꝛe our loꝛde god / yt you 


ſon tometh to you with a deſyzefull wyll ta lyue and 


doo well / aud yk ye ony tyme kele confoꝛte q lWwetnes 


& after fele cheſe temptacyons as ye dpde befoze / pet 
be ye not dyſconfozted theriozenethynke ther vpon. 
Sap not alas it is come agayne it wyl neuer a wape 
from me. Ind by the meane ok pour one ymagynas 
cyon fall agayne in dylconkoꝛte / doo not ſoo / but cons 


fozte you i god / q be gladde that the fende hath enuy 


- 


bnto you /foz Whyle the lyfe is in the body he Wyll al 


{ @Wayetrouble and tary the ſeruatites of god / Hers lo 
| Ffullyſetayenſtthem with allmalyce to byſcale and 
dyfſconkozte theym in all the dyuers maners that he 
| Ccano2map,Daynt Auguſtyne ſapth pin many ma- 


ner wayes temptacyds be hadde by the whiche the 
ſerpente adder enemy to all mankyndecozmentech 
mannes ſoule. And ſapnt grego2y lapthe that there 
is nothynge inthe wozlde Whiche we ought to be 
loo ſpkerot god as whan we gaue thetic tozmentes 
and trouble g. Ind pfa man ſaye that bodyly tozmen 
tes be medetull and not ghoſtly tozmentes he ſaythe 
not ryghe-foz doubtles p gholtly toʒmentes be moze 
greuous and pepnefull that come apenſte mannes 
Wyllthanthe bodyly tozmentes / and ſomache mode 
ve they medefull,z therfoze mony 

to god that ſayth With fr”: 
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lateandinſo; we UU. N | 
w20We the lozde ot wniwzre gu wy, 
our londe and god wyll confozte them Without t 
inthe blyſſe orheuen / the whi⸗ r- 
mygyht and meryte ok his pepiiciiic . 
— — hath Erden ö power olf 
o chʒyſte ſoulis p vyctoꝛy ouer tif! 
to the Wozlhyp of an tho hats ahh os — ty 
| Yolyghoovs" 
Amen 
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¶ Here endeth remedy apenſt þ troubles of temps 
tac pons. 


¶ Here begynneth adeuoutemedytacys in ſayenge 
deutet Þ plalter okour lady W dpuers e 
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nſamples. 
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Auer noh ot the 
Ute ,s mor pall telleth / wht 
we allo Ffofide in p boke of frere 
Themas ofthe temple. In the tys 
methat mooſt bleſſed Dompnyck 


Hl 


mouleokthe ozdze of pꝛechers/pꝛe⸗ 
All thedthꝛoughout the woꝛlde in ma 
egye nd cxhozted in cellauntly the prople to 
aude auo ꝛayſe ot Þ bleſſed marye vyꝛgyn vn⸗ 


+ toher It foꝛtuned 
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